
 

 
 
 
 
Brno, 31 August 2020 
 

Brno will have the most modern main train station in Europe and its 
design will be decided in an international competition  
 
The largest architectural competition in the history of the Czech Republic is just starting. 
Brno is looking for authors of the new main train station’s design. The competition is open 
to architects from all over the world. On Monday, August 31, the Brno City Chief 
Architect‘s Office (KAM) launched an international urban-transport-architectural 
competition. It is organised jointly by the City of Brno and the State organisation Railway 
Administration. KAM also invited to participate the authors of the main train stations in 
Vienna, Berlin and Amsterdam. The deadline for submitting portfolios is 25 September 
2020. 
 
“The new main train station will form a significant part of the city and it will fundamentally 
affect its development. It will be a key transport hub with the possibility of fast transfer 
between train, bus and urban public transport. Based on the results of the feasibility study, I 
believe that there will also be a possibility of transferring to the north-south railway 
diameter. It will become not only the new entrance gate to Brno, but also the centre of the 
new district south of the city’s historic core,” said Filip Chvátal, Councillor for Land-use 
Planning and Development. 
 
“It will be the largest international competition ever held in the Czech Republic. We want 
Brno’s new main train station to be one of the best train stations in Europe. We will directly 
invite three foreign architectural studios with experience in large transport constructions. The 
competition jury will select nine other competitors based on the submitted portfolios,” said 
Michal Sedláček, the director of Brno City Chief Architect‘s Office. 
 
The three invited participants are the architect Albert Wimmer, co-author of the new main 
train station in Vienna, the Dutch studio Benthem Crouwel, the authors of the main train 
station in Amsterdam, and gmp architekten from Hamburg, who are behind the project of 
the main train station in Berlin. 
 
The international competition is a two-phase restricted competition. At first, three studios 
were invited to participate in the competition directly, and the other nine participants will be 
selected by the competition jury from the submitted portfolios. Any architect who meets the 
qualification requirements according to the competition conditions can send a portfolio. The 
deadline for submitting portfolios is 25 September 2020. 
 
In the first phase, twelve competitors will partially prepare their competition proposals and 
four of them will be selected to participate in the second phase of the competition. In the 
second phase, the four selected participants will prepare a more detailed version of their 
proposals, the jury will select the winner and determine the order in the second, third and 



fourth place. The evaluation of first phase proposals will take place in February 2021, and 
the second phase will be evaluated in June 2021. 
 
“The new train station will offer greater capacity, improved passenger comfort and 
modernised railway traffic. It will be located on a bridge seven metres above the ground. It 
will be passable and it will not become a barrier between the northern and southern parts of 
the new district. The competition brief also includes the overall solution of public spaces and 
buildings of the station forecourt and the area behind the station, including their connection 
with the embankment of the Svratka River. These are public spaces that are unparalleled in 
Brno in terms of their scope, so it is crucial to find a quality solution,” Sedláček specified. 
 
The competitors will be tasked with designing the station building, including the roof and the 
platforms, the appearance of the railway body and bridge structures, the layout of the 
interior and the location of the main station hall, as well as the complete solution of 
adjacent public spaces. In addition to train transport, it is also necessary to solve the form 
and location of the bus station, public transport terminal, parking, bicycle storage or 
pedestrian connection.  
 
The deadline for submitting requests to participate in the competition is 25 September 2020, 
5:00 p.m. The competition conditions are published on the contracting authority’s profile 
https://zakazky.spravazeleznic.cz/. 
You can also find more information at www.kambrno.cz/souteze. 
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